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Reforestation
of the Bolivian
Amazon
Trees for All has been working for years on
ArBolivia, a successful project in the north-east
of Bolivia that provides nearly one thousand
farmers with long-term income and helps
combat deforestation of the Amazon. Since
the start of our collaboration in 2008, we have
planted nearly one million trees.
By planting degraded farmland with native tree species,
ArBolivia ensures economic prospects for the families,
helps recover and protect forests and makes an active
contribution to climate mitigation. The project is funded by
the carbon credits generated by carbon sequestration in the
newly planted trees. The Plan Vivo certification guarantees
that the project meets strict sustainability requirements
and ensures lasting ecological and social impact. Thanks to
new donations, we are now able to upscale the project and
involve even more farmers in this initiative.

Goals
•

•
•

Climate mitigation through carbon
sequestration, and long-term
income for the local population
Protection of the existing tropical
rainforest
Making the impoverished land
productive again

THE PROJECT AREA
The ArBolivia project is situated in four Bolivian provinces
that belong to the Amazon basin. In this region, 95%
of the land is managed by smallholder farmers. The
farmers originate from the Andes, where they used
traditional agricultural methods. But what works in the
mountains does not necessarily work in the lowlands.
The soil was therefore quickly depleted and farmers were
continually searching for new land, leading to large-scale
deforestation in the region. Moreover, the scarcity of
wood and forest products has put even more pressure on
the remaining rainforests, causing the disappearance of
the habitat of endangered species like the jaguar, leopard
and toucan.

SUSTAINABLE LAND USE

‘Smallholder farmers are often
regarded as the cause of
deforestation. We show that it is
precisely those farmers who are
the first to experience the effects
of deforestation, and as soon
as they get the chance they are
prepared to tackle big climate
problems by planting trees.’
Anko Stilma
Dutch forestry expert
One of the initiators of project ArBolivia

ArBolivia helps the farmers to use their land in a sustainable
and climate-friendly way. Under the supervision of the
experienced ArBolivia project team, the families plant
coffee, cacao, fruit and local species of trees on their plots.
The farmers invest in labour and receive young plants and
training, so that they can work the land correctly. Around
ten species of tree from the surrounding forest – both
slow and fast growing – are grown, in order to reforest
their land. The farmers also draw up a business plan with
the help of the project team. The fruit, coffee and cacao
provide income in the short and medium term, while
money is earned for the long term through the wood. For
the latter commodity, the farmers fell the trees selectively,
always retaining an enclosed forest.

TROPICAL RAINFOREST CONSERVATION

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

The project addresses the two most important causes
of deforestation in the region: the demand for new
agricultural land and the provision of wood for the
local market. But another approach is also taken to
the conservation of the rainforest. For the collection of
seed for planting the trees, ArBolivia collaborates with
the local people, who therefore gain income from the
rainforest. Both the farmers and the local population
therefore have a direct interest in the conservation of
the rainforest. Attention is also paid to biodiversity.
Planting a variety of trees provides new opportunities
for the native flora and fauna, which have come under
pressure from degradation.

The ArBolivia project contributes to achieving these
Sustainable Development Goals:

CO 2-COMPENSATION

Planting the impoverished ground and managing it
sustainably not only relieves the pressure on the Amazon,
but also contributes to climate mitigation through the
improved plots themselves. The carbon sequestered over
time by the trees that are planted is certified and offered
as compensation to our donors.
The ArBolivia project has been approved by the
internationally renowned Plan Vivo standard. Certification
under Plan Vivo guarantees that a project is sustainable,
that it benefits people’s livelihoods and that it delivers
important benefits for the climate and the environment.
The project is regularly monitored by independent
auditors, who look at the development of the planting
and the achievement of the ecological and socioeconomic goals that have been set.

A big leap
forward
More and more farmers are seeing the value and
the benefits of the project. New farmers therefore
want to join ArBolivia, for which extra funding is
needed. Thanks to donations from Trees for All,
more trees can be planted and more farming
families can participate. This is extremely valuable
for the climate, for people and for nature.
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